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GT 500 vs. STING RAY 
continued 

two children for a long time without 
complaints. The fold-down rear seat 
can become u parcel counter when 
only two are aboard, and the trunk 
bulkhead swings Lip for stowage of skis 
and the like. 

The 500 is much easier to drive in 
traffic as it's not as low as the Corvette. 
and it's not as ticklish to keep running 
at slow speeds. That big 435-hp *Vette 
engine likes to  work hard and when it's 
in bumper-to-bumper traffic, it objects. 

The ride on city streets is much 
better in the GT 500. There's very lit- 
tle bumping around, whereas the posi- 
tion of the driver in the Corvette is 
very close to the rear wheels, and any 
rebound action from them is strongly 
noticed by the man at the wheel. 

Vision in the two cars is almost 
equal. but still not excellent. We liked 
the '66 Shelby GTs for their rear- 
quarter windows. but construction dif- 
ferences on the `67 Mustang prevented 
their continuance on Shelby's version. 
Corvette convertibles have blind rear 
quarters, too, and the lift-off 

'glass top 
isn't much better. The fastback model 
allows full vision. 

We liked the interior layout of the 
GT 500, but it doesn't have the Mase- 
rati look of the Corvette. The 'Vette has 
:JI necessary instruments right in front 
of the driver and all controls within a 
few inches reach. The Shelby car has 
the speedometer and tech right in front 

Initial test GT had air conditioning and 
Cruise-O-Matic, making it "sporty-plush." 

Nose and hood of GT are fiberglass items. Scoops deposit air on top of carburetors. 

Spoiler is integral part of 

'glass deck lid; é la T-Bird tail lamps really fight up rear. 

Second GT lacked optional comforts but 
ran faster. Shelby adds center two gauges. 
26 MOTOR TREND/APRIL 1967 

"Speedway 350" tires break loose easily, but need to for the best acceleration times. 
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